
In Keat's "La Belle Dame sans Merci" he explores the complex interplay between dreaming
and waking, idealizing fantasies and reality and the transcendental quality of romance and
the ordinary world. Bobby Darin's song "Dream Lover" is a more modern and pop
expression of the same themes, that is, the idealization of his lover, untainted by any real
knowledge of her. We know that if a love is to endure, it is impossible to remain within the
safety of illusion and private fictions, and that those who do risk a relationship that may
become sterile and suffocating. This lecture will examine the allure of a dream lover and
of idyllic love and the necessity for real disclosure in a relationship. It will also offer some
suggestions on how to deepen a connection with a promising "dream lover."
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